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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend the claims as follows. 

[cl] (Currently Amended) A thermally stable, substantially water- free well fluid comprising: 
a polymer; 

a glycol compound comprising at least one selected from diethvlene glycol methvlethen 
diethyl ene glycol ethyl ether, tri ethylene glycol methylether, and triethvlene glycol 
ethylether ; and 

a salt. 
[c2] (Cancelled). 

[c3] (Currently Amended) The well fluid of claim 1, wherein the polymer comprises at least 
one selected from the group consisting of hydroxyethyl cellulose, derivatized cellulose, 
starch, derivatized starch, whelan gum, whelan gum derivatives, scleroglucan, 
scleroglucan derivatives, guar gum, guar derivatives, xanthan gum and xanthan gum 
derivatives.[[.]] 

[c4] (Original) The well fluid of claim 1, wherein the polymer comprises at least one selected 
from the group consisting of poly( ethyl ene glycol), poly(diallyl amine), 
poly(acrylamide), poly(aminomethylpropylsulfonate), poly(acrylonitrile), poly(vinyl 
acetate), poly(vinyl alcohol), poly(vinyl amine), poly(vinyl sulfonate), poly(styryl 
sulfonate), poly(acrylate), poly(methyl acrylate), poly(methacrylate), poly(methyl 
methacrylate), poly(vinylpyrrolidone), poly(vinyl lactam), co-, ter-, and quater-polymers 
of the following co-monomers: ethylene, butadiene, isoprene, styrene, divinylbenzene, 
divinyl amine, l,4-pentadiene-3-one (divinyl ketone), l,6-heptadiene-4-one (diallyl 
ketone), diallyl amine, ethylene glycol, acrylamide, poly(aminomethylpropylsulfonate), 
acrylonitrile, vinyl acetate, vinyl alcohol, vinyl amine, vinyl sulfonate, styryl sulfonate, 
acrylate, methyl acrylate, methacrylate, methyl methacrylate, vinylpyrrolidone, and vinyl 
lactam. 
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[c5] (Currently Amended) The well fluid of claim 1, wherein the salt comprises at least one 
selected from the group consisting of KCl, ZnCl2, CaBr2, [[and]] ZnBr2, NaCl, CaCb, 
NH4CI, MgCl2, NaBr, and Na2S203. 

[c6] (Currently Amended) A thermally stable, substantially water- free well fluid comprising: 
a polymer; 

a diol compound an alcohol compound comprising at least one selected from glvcerol- 
1,3-diglvcerolate, glyceroethoxylate, K6-hexandioU and K2-cvclohexandiol : and 

a sah. 
[c7] (Cancelled). 

[c8] (Original) The well fluid of claim 6, wherein the polymer comprises at least one selected 
from the group consisting of hydroxyethyl cellulose, derivatized cellulose, starch, 
derivatized starch, whelan gum, whelan gum derivatives, scleroglucan, scleroglucan 
derivatives, guar gum, guar derivatives, xanthan gum and xanthan gum derivatives. 

[c9] (Original) The well fluid of claim 6, wherein the polymer comprises at least one selected 
from the group consisting of poly(ethylene glycol), poly(diallyl amine), 
poly(acrylamide), poly(aminomethylpropylsulfonate), poly(acrylonitrile), poly(vinyl 
acetate), poly(vinyl alcohol), poly(vinyl amine), poly(vinyl sulfonate), poly(styryl 
sulfonate), poly(acrylate), poly(methyI acrylate), poly(methacrylate), poly(methyl 
methacrylate), poly(vinylpyrrolidone), poly(vinyl lactam), co-, ter-, and quater-polymers 
of the following co-monomers: ethylene, butadiene, isoprene, styrene, divinylbenzene, 
di vinyl amine, l,4-pentadiene-3-one (di vinyl ketone), 1 ,6-heptadiene-4-one (diallyl 
ketone), diallyl amine, ethylene glycol, acrylamide, poly(aminomethylpropylsulfonate), 
acrylonitrile, vinyl acetate, vinyl alcohol, vinyl amine, vinyl sulfonate, styryl sulfonate, 
acrylate, methyl acrylate, methacrylate, methyl methacrylate, vinylpyrrolidone, and vinyl 
lactam. 

[clO] (Currently Amended) The well fluid of claim 6, wherein the salt comprises at least one 
selected from the group consisting of KCl, ZnCh, CaBr2,[[and]] ZnBr2, NaCl, CaCb, 
NH4CI, MgCl2, NaBr, and Na2S203. 



3 



U.S. Patent Application Serial No.: 09/930.063 
Attorney Docket No.: 05542.012001 

[cll] (Currently Amended) A method of treating a well comprising: 

injecting a thermally stable, substantially water-free well-treating fluid into the well, 
wherein the well-treating fluid comprises a polymer, a glycol compound 
comprising at least one selected from diethylene glycol methvlethcr. diethylene 
glycol ethylether, triethylene glycol methylethen and triethylene glycol 
ethylether . and a salt, 

[cl2] (Cancelled). 

[el 3] (Currently Amended) The method of claim 11, wherein the polymer comprises at least 
one selected from the group consisting of hydroxyethyl cellulose, deriyatized cellulose, 
starch, derivatized starch, whelan gum, whelan gum deriyatives, scleroglucan, 
scleroglucan deriyatiyes, guar gum, guar deriyatiyes, xanthan gum and xanthan gum 
deriyatiyes. Th e m e thod of claim 11, wh e rein the polym e r compris e G at l e ast on e s e l e ct e d 
frem — the — group — consisting — e# — poly(cthylen e — glycol), — poly(diallyl — amin e ), 
poly(acrylamidQ), poly(aminom e thylpropylsulfonat e ), — poly(acrylonitril e ), — poly( vinyl 
ac e tat e ), poly(vinyl alcohol), poly(vinyl amin e ), poly(vinyl sulfonat e ), poly(Gtyryl 
sulfonat e ), — poly(acrylat e ), — poly(m e thyl — aorylat e ), — poly(methacrylat e ), — poly(m e thyl 
mothacrylat e ), poly(vinylpyrrolidon e ), poly(vinyl lactam), co , ter , and quat e r polym e r s 
of th e follow^ing co monom e rs: e thyl e n e , butadi e n e , i s opr e n e , styr e n e , divinylb e nz e n e , 
divinyl amine, p e ntadi e n e 3 on e (divinyl k e ton e ), 1,6 h e ptadi e no 4 ono (diallyl 
keton e ), diallyl amin e , e thyl e n e glycol, acrylamide, poly(aminomothylpropylGulfonat e ), 
acrylonitril e , vinyl ac e tat e , vinyl alcohol, vinyl amin e , vinyl sulfonat e , styryl s ulfonat e , 
acrylate, m e thyl acrylato, m e thacrylat e , m e thyl mothacrylat e , vinylpyrrolidon e , and vinyl 
lactam. 

[cl4] (Currently Amended) The method of claim 11, wherein the salt comprises at least one 
selected from the group consisting of KCl, ZnCb, CaBr2, [[and]] ZnBr2, NaCl, CaCb, 
NH4CI, MgCl2, NaBr, and Na2S203. 

[cl5] (Currently Amended) A method of treating a well comprising: 
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injecting a thermally stable, substantially water-free well-treating fluid into the well, 
wherein the well-treating fluid comprises a polymer, a did compound an alcohol 
compound comprising at least one selected from glvcerol-l,3-diglvcerolate, 
glyceroethoxylate, K6-hexandioU and U2-cvclohexandioL and a salt. 

[cl6] (Cancelled). 

[cl7] (Original) The method of claim 15, wherein the polymer comprises at least one selected 
from the group consisting of hydroxyethyl cellulose, derivatized cellulose, starch, 
derivatized starch, whelan gum, whelan gum derivatives, scleroglucan, scleroglucan 
derivatives, guar gum, guar derivatives, xanthan gum and xanthan gum derivatives. 

[cl8] (Original) The method of claim 15, wherein the polymer comprises at least one selected 
from the group consisting of poly(ethylene glycol), poly(diallyl amine), 
poly(acrylamide), poly(aminomethylpropylsulfonate), poly(acrylonitrile), poly(vinyl 
acetate), poly(vinyl alcohol), poly(vinyl amine), poly(vinyl sulfonate), poly(styryl 
sulfonate), poly(acrylate), poly(methyl acrylate), poly(methacrylate), poly(methyl 
methacrylate), poly(vinylpyrrolidone), poly( vinyl lactam), co-, ter-, and quater-polymers 
of the following co-monomers: ethylene, butadiene, isoprene, styrene, divinylbenzene, 
divinyl amine, l,4-pentadiene-3-one (divinyl ketone), l,6-heptadiene-4-one (diallyl 
ketone), diallyl amine, ethylene glycol, acrylamide, poly(aminomethylpropylsulfonate), 
acrylonitrile, vinyl acetate, vinyl alcohol, vinyl amine, vinyl sulfonate, styryl sulfonate, 
acrylate, methyl acrylate, methacrylate, methyl methacrylate, vinylpyrrolidone, and vinyl 
lactam. 

[cl9] (Currently Amended) The method of claim 15, wherein the salt comprises at least one 
selected from the group consisting of KCl, ZnCb, CaBri, [[an]]d ZnBr2, NaCl, CaCb, 
NH4CI, MgCl2, NaBr, and Na2S203. 

[c20] (New) The method of claim 11, wherein the polymer comprises at least one selected 
from the group consisting of poly(ethylene glycol), poly(diallyl amine), 
poly(acrylamide), poly(aminomethylpropylsulfonate), poly(acrylonitrile), poly(vinyl 
acetate), poly(vinyl alcohol), poly(vinyl amine), poly(vinyl sulfonate), poly(styryl 
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sulfonate), poly(acrylate), poly(methyl acrylate), poly(methacrylate), poly(methyl 
methacrylate), poly(vinylpyrrolidone), poly(vinyl lactam), co-, ter-, and quater-polymers 
of the following monomers: ethylene, butadiene, isoprene, styrene, divinylbenzene, 
divinyl amine, l,4-pentadiene-3-one (divinyl ketone), l,6-heptadiene-4-one (diallyl 
ketone), diallyl amine, ethylene glycol, acrylamide, poly(aminomethylpropylsulfonate), 
acrylonitrile, vinyl acetate, vinyl alcohol, vinyl amine, vinyl sulfonate, styryl sulfonate, 
acrylate, methyl acrylate, methacrylate, methyl methacrylate, vinylpyrrolidone, and vinyl 
lactam. 
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